Village Walkway Surface Proposal 
Peacham Town Selectboard 

(submitted for comment 10/7/15) 


The Peacham Selectboard proposes to more clearly identify and maintain the village walkway 
across several lawns along the Bayley-Hazen Road from the corner near Church Street to the 
crosswalk at the Peacham Elementary School entrance drive. 

History : The portion of the walkway nearest Church Street (the Jensen and former Academy 
properties) is concrete that was installed decades ago. The portion of the walkway running 
from the southerly end of the former Academy land to the crosswalk (along properties of 
Wright, Brown, Reis and three Engles) was installed with geotextile and staymat (crushed stone 
with fines) many years ago, and last restored in 2000. Over time, grass has overgrown the 
walkway until most of it has become indistinguishable from lawn. A shrub around a utility pole 
has extended into the walkway, obstructing it. Some landowners' perennial plantings have the 
potential to do the same. 

Need : We believe a walkway off the road is important for public safety. The Bayley Hazen Road 
is narrow, especially in winter when snow collects at the sides. Although we are working to 
discourage vehicles from speeding through the village, the slope makes it challenging for even 
slow vehicles to see pedestrians or bicyclists. Children and families often want to walk and 
bicycle to the elementary school. In 2014-2015 there have been several frightening near-misses 
between cars and children. People walking that stretch are families on foot or with strollers or 
bikes, or festival visitors, and there are newcomers to Peacham. Many of them do not recognize 
the stretch along homeowners' lawns as an available public walkway, so they walk in the road 
or opt to not walk through the village at all. 

Proposal : The Town wants to provide a safe pathway while balancing cost and aesthetics. We 
propose keeping the pathway grass, but marking it with signage, and possibly with a chalked 
outline while the elementary school begins each Fall as a reminder of its location. We are 
receptive to other ideas for marking it. This Selectboard plans to budget for a contractor 
(probably one who clears the town & post office pathways) to shovel or snowblow and sand the 
walkway in Winter. Each Spring, a contractor will need to inspect and possibly level it after 
winter heaving. Grass is an attractive and natural surface for an informal pathway such as this. 

A secondary option would be to kill and clear the grass, and refresh the staymat periodically 
with a finer crush percentage than before so it packs with no loose stone. Without loose stone, 
staymat would be less slippery than grass, and make the pathway more identifiable. However 
staymat is harder if people fall. It is less aesthetically pleasing, especially to the homeowners 
who host and mow the pathway, and more work and expense for the taxpayers to maintain. 

The Town Selectboard welcomes public comment about this proposal through the month of 
October, 2015. You can talk to any of us, email our clerk: peachamkohl@gmail.com, or write to 
the Town Selectboard at PO Box 244, Peacham, VT 05862 (or deliver to 79 Church Street). 



